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The Fontana Unified School District Special Education Local Plan Area (hereafter known as the “District”) has 
developed these procedures and criteria which govern independent educational evaluations (IEE) (20 USC1415; 
EC 56506(c), and 56329(b) (c); 34 CFR 300.502). Parents should be sure to read this carefully. These procedures 
are intended to be read in conjunction with one another as one comprehensive document. Parents who need 
additional information about IEEs should contact the SELPA/Special Services Department, or the California 
Department of Education as outlined in their Notice of Procedural Safeguards.   

Definitions 
Independent Educational Evaluation (IEE) means an evaluation conducted by a qualified examiner who is not 
employed by the Local Educational Agency (LEA or District). 

Qualified Examiner is an evaluator who is competent to perform the evaluations through criteria established 
by the LEA in accordance with Education Code, Section 56322 

Public Expense means the District either pays for the full 



Fontana Unified School District                                                                       Independent Education Evaluation Policy 
 

3 
 

PARAMETERS FOR SEEKING IEEs 

The parent of a child with a disability has the right to obtain an independent educational evaluation of the child 
if the parent disagrees with an evaluation obtained by the District, subject to the following: 
 

1. If the parent disagrees with an evaluation completed by the District and seeks an IEE at 
public expense, the District will without unnecessary delay either: 

 
a. File a due process complaint to request a hearing to show that its evaluation is 

appropriate; or 
 

b. Ensure that an IEE is provided at public expense in accord with this policy, unless 
the District demonstrates in a due process hearing that the evaluation parents 
obtained did not meet the District’s criteria. 

 
2. If the District requests a due process hearing and the final decision is that the District’s 

assessment is appropriate, the parent still has the right to an IEE, but not at public expense. 
 

EXPLANATION OF DISAGREEMENT 
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INFORMATION PROVIDED TO PARENTS 
Upon parent request for an IEE, the District will provide the parents with a copy of its Policy and Criteria for 
IEEs. 
 

PARENT INITIATED EVALUATIONS 
If the parents obtain an educational evaluation at private expense, the results of the evaluation: 
 

1. Will be considered by the District, if the assessor and the evaluation meet the District’s 
criteria, in any decision made with respect to the provisions of FAPE to the student; and  

 
2. May be presented as evidence at a due process hearing regarding that student. 34 CFR 

§300.502 (c) (1) (2). 
 
The District shall not retroactively fund a parent initiated IEE when a prior written notice is not provided to the 
school district and an agreement is not in place prior to the evaluation. 
 

EVALUATIONS ORDERED BY HEARING OFFICERS 
If a hearing officer requests an IEE as part of a hearing, the cost of the evaluation must be at the District’s 
expense. 
 

DISTRICT’S CRITERIA 
If an IEE is at the District’s expense, the criteria under which the evaluation is obtained, including the location 
limitations for the evaluation, the minimum qualifications of the examiner, costs containment criteria, payment 
criteria, and must be the same as the criteria that the District uses when it initiates an evaluation. The contents 
of the evaluation must meet the criteria set forth in 34 CFR §300.301 through §300.311 and, as applicable, 34 
CFR §300.502 (c)(1). 
 
If the District observed the student in conducting the evaluation with which the parent disagrees or if its 
assessment procedures allow in-class observations, the independent examiner will be provided with an 
equivalent opportunity to observe the student in the current educational setting, and/or in the District’s 
proposed setting, if applicable. 
 
The District will define the nature and scope of an independent examiner’s in-class observations consistent 
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MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS FOR EVALUATORS 
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Type of Assessment Acceptable Cost 
Academic Achievement $950 
Adaptive Behavior $800 
Adapted Physical Education $1200 
Assistive Technology $2,000 
Auditory Acuity $1,700 
Auditory Perception (Central Auditory Processing) 
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evaluator to determine a mutually-agreeable time and place for the observation. Prior to the 
observation, the purpose of the observation, the length of the observation and the date and location(s) 
of the observation will be agreed to. Observations will be limited to one independent evaluator per 
school day.   

• 




